On October 10, 2020, despite the
global pandemic, a new indoor
amusement park called Ticiland
opened in Stein am Rhein, in the
Swiss canton Schaffhausen. The
excitement was unfortunately
short-lived, because, due to new
government restrictions, al-
ready on the 1 of November,
Ticiland was forced to close
indefinitely and, with the excep-
tion of a few days’ operation
around the end of November, so
it remained until the spring.
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The new outdoor area
at Ticiland
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uring its first short season, within a ground floor
Darea of 4.500 m?, children and their families
were welcomed by seven attractions, including a
family roller coaster and a freefall tower from Zierer,
a multilevel playground and a selection of flat rides.
All of them located inside a beautifully themed build-
ing resembling the famous Piazza Grande in Lo-

carno, a miniature Lake Maggiore and even some
outdoor landscapes inspired by Valle Maggia and
Valle Verzasca.

On the 12" of May 2021, when the authorities finally
gave the green light, Ticiland reopened to the public
presenting a new outdoor area featuring four new
attractions for the whole family. Two of these are
from the ltalian manufacturer Zamperla. One is a
“Magic Bike” flat ride, featuring six colorful vehicles,
themed as ancient hang gliders, flying around a
medieval looking tower resembling the one of Castel
Grande in Bellinzona. The other one is “Water-
mania”, an interactive “Tea Cup” ride on water. Even
if this is a standard model, the shape of each of the
six, four-seater cups is almost identical to the wood-
en tubs used by washerwomen in the early days all
around Tessin, only a bit more colorful. The third flat
ride is provided by Zierer. “Berg-und-Tahlbahn” has
a round track featuring three hills and three valleys
on which 20 double-seat gondolas, themed as sail-
boats, travel forward and backwards at increasing
speeds up to 13 revolutions per minute simulating
a turbulent boat trip around Lake Maggiore.




Given the strong interest that most Swiss people
have towards sports cars, it is clear that the last ride
to complete the lineup had to be a miniature race
track. Each of the seven electric vehicles, provided
by Sela Group can seat one child or one adult and,
thanks to two 500 W electric motors, it reaches a
speed of 14 km/h. This figure alone may not sound
very exciting but, combined with a slippery track
surface made of polished concrete, it is more than
enough to drift sideways at each turn.

All'in all, after an almost non-existing first season,
the reopening of Ticiland, also considering the

capacity limitations that are still in place, is a very
promising sign for an industry that has been among
the worst affected by this worldwide situation. Now,
with both indoor and outdoor attractions, Ticiland is
a truly all-year-round destination for Swiss and Ger-
man families. And this is just the beginning, be-
cause work is already under preparation for the
erection of new rides for 2022 and beyond. In fact
there is already a tall wooden structure marking the
spot where, in 2022, a giant fun slide running paral-
lel to the building towards the parking lot will be
installed. |

Indoor area and logo of the
new Ticiland in Switzerland
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